IBWIN (HALIFAX)
had become the apostle of the " British must go " policy, the
keynote of which was to preserve Hinduism. But Gandhi
and many of his followers were religious men, and they
recognised and respected the genuine religious beliefs and
conduct of the Viceroy. His tall, spare figure, thoughtful
expression and quiet manners appealed to them; they
admitted his dignitas, gravitas and pietas.
In 1928 a statutory Commission under Sir John (now
Viscount) Simon visited India to examine the whole
question of her relations with the Paramount Power. It
was during their visit to India that Lord Irwin in October
1929 made his famous pronouncement which indicated the
aim of the British Government: "that the natural issue
of India's constitutional progress was the attainment of
Dominion status/' He had been in London for four
months leaving Lord Goschen in charge. In this year,
just before Christmas, when Lord and Lady Irwin were
approaching New Delhi a bomb blew up a coach of the
Viceregal train, though without hurting them.
The Report of the Simon Commission was not well
received in India; and as Gandhi had started campaigning
against the Salt Laws he had to be interned. After his re-
lease he had conversations with the Viceroy which led to the
so-called " Delhi Pact," and he was subsequently a delegate
to the Round Table Conference in London; but on his
return to India he reverted to his policy of opposition.
Meanwhile the Viceroy's critics accused him alternately of
harshness and weakness.
All these years were full of great political difficulty;
but a number of useful domestic laws and ordinances were
passed in many states and provinces.
Lord Irwin returned to England in 1931 and was then
made a Knight of the Garter. In the following year lie
was again Appointed President of the Board of Education
and in 1933 Chancellor of Oxford University in succession
to Lord Curjaon, Early in 1934 he succeeded his father
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